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MISS ELIZABETH SMITIL

Miniature Rifles Are
Busy.
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fon Are Cheerful.
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KIPLING DESCRIBES  KING OF BELGIANS
~“MAKING OF ARMY" - PROUD OF HS ARMY
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CAME FROM DURIIAM
TO ATFPEND SCHOOL

RDigger said Iast night  that Miss
Smith had comme to Richmond from
Durhiam about two years ago Lo
attend o laenl business cenllege. Sheo
completed her course there, and so-
curcd work as n stenographer. It Is
zald that she was not compelled to
work for her support, as her brother
in well off financially, and alded he:

a great denl,  She worked but a short
lenirth of time at any one place, Bigger
said, and often for weeks atl a time
was withoul employmment. For a short
time she worked as a stenographer
with the commlittee which labored for
the establishment of the Federal Me-
serve Bank In this clty. This wns one
of the lust positions she held
According to Digmer, Miss Bmith's
only relntive in Richmond is a Miss
Dorothy Webh, a cousin, of 1023 South
Third Street, whose home s In Boyd
Continued on Hecond IPage.)

:  RESERVE YOUR TADBLES NOW
Faor New Year's Eve, Thuradany, December
81, 1514, Tabla ' Iote supper from O P, M,
to 1 A, . Thresa dollars per cover. Ball-
room ninth floor, dancing. otel Richmond.

The Ht. Kentigerne has on board 40,-

entering the penitentinry to-dav. lHe
had been convicted of stealing the cow
and sentenced to one year.

Kennedy has been permilted to come

to Little Rock alone, amd was about

to go to the penitentinry to surrender
when

of friends arrived,

statement from the
owner of the cow that the animal's
akeleton had been foumd. Governor
Havs at once issued o pardon for Ken-
nedy.

WILSON AS SANTA CLAUS

Christmas Tree nt White IHouke
for Small Grandniece.

WASHINGTON, Dacember 23.—Presi-
dent Wilson will “play Santa Claus”
Christmas Day for his small grand-
nicee, Anne Cothran. A large Christ-
mas tree wns delivered to-day at the
White House,

The Presldent, with his three daugh-
ters, Mra, 1Y B, Sayre, Mrs, W, G, ‘Me-
Adoo and Misgs Margaret Wilson, and
othar relatives, plansg to go to church
on Christmas morning. He will attend
only to absolutely necessary business
during the day. :

delegation
nEg N sworn

i

Hns

York, and the Ferrona, from !

L% : 3 the | puiladeiphin.
court, and wak the first person Lo reach |

! vocation Lry to return to civil {ife by

ters.

“Does the work come back te yon?
I askced, for he had been long in pleas-
ant eivil cmploy.

“Av. It does that—it just does that.™
And he addressed the fluttering pa-
L pers, lsts awd notes with the ecertainty
of an old golfer on a well-known
green,

Sgunds were at
the square. (They
tiee, especinlly after looking at ple-
tures im the illustrated dallles.) A
new draft was heing introduced to its
ritles, The rest was gotting rendy for
evaning parade. They were all
khakl, so one could see how they had
come on in ithe last ten woeeks,

It was a result the meckest which
might have been proud of, but the
New Army does not cultivate useless
oemotions. Their officers and their in-
structors worked over them patiently
anil eoldly and repeatedly with their
souls In the job, and with their souls,
minds and bodles In the same job, the

(Continued on Second DPage.)
CIHIRISTMAS HOLIDAY TICKETS.
. Via Norfolk and Wesatern Rallway,

havonet practice
like bhayonet

in
prac-

$3.45

{\'orrolk and return; $.05 Lynchburg and re-
urn, )

Final Mmit January #, 1916,

unstable ®ouly who have mistaken their |

ol apprecintion

in |

Stopping Germans on Way |
to Coast.

In Interview, He Tells of Fright-
ful Sacrifices Belgium
Has Made.

GIAND
(8] 0

HEADQUARTERS OF TIHE
THE BELGIANS, IN WEST
FLANDIERS, Sunday, December 20 (via
23).—In the
of aneient
hall, from which he is directing.
under German shell fire, the
of war-worn
the road to

December coun-

itn

cil  chambey
town

Flemish

resistance
Httle army blocking
Dunkirk and Calins, King
Albert of the Belgians ta-day teld the

his

Associinted Press of the stand his sol-
diers are annking against the German
i ilers. The King's bhemdquarters

ted aon one of the remaining drey
arcas of thiat small corner of Belgium
under his rule. King Albert also
requasted the Associanted I'ress to con-
vey Lo the people of the United States
his deen gratitude for their efforts to
feed hils subjects under German mill-
tiry rule.

The monarch

wag alone when the
corrcspontdent was  admitted (o lll(rl
councll chiumber.  He wore the simple !
undress uniform of a general of artil- |
lery without inslgnia, bheyond hr:lhlmll
shoulder straps to distinguish  him
from his Btaff otfcers
LINES OF CARE SHOW
IN 18IS YOU'THFUL

Physieally, King Alboert
ened, but lines of care show in his
otherwise youthful fuace, In manner
he is deeldedly shy, aned he apologized
for his English, which, however, was
luent. The light from a smoky oil
lemp  barely penetrated the recesses
of the great hall, where from the walls
cmpty plcture Irames stared down.

When the King saw the eves of the

FACE
looks hard-

smilled and said he no longer expected
the Germans even to he In a position
to take the frames.

Modestly he pralsed
his soldiers,

“I believe,” he said, *“my army is
courageous. *My people, however, are
too democratic for the same discipline
that prevails in conseript armies. You
will see something of the bravery of
people when to-morrow you shall
have a chance to witness the peasants
working in their fields under shell firc,
grieving only for the losses of thelr
homes, the destruction of which causes
them great grief.”

When Edgar Senger, Belgian attache

the courage of

e e et i ety il

Ito

King Albert repeated his expressions
of American relief for
his people as the correspondent was
about to leave, especially singling out
Brand Whitloek, the Ameriean minla-
ter te Helgium, and Hugh 8 Gibson,
secretary of the legation, for their of-
forts in Belgium's hehalf, He deelared
Mr. Whitleck had done splendid weork
in Irussels ns medintor between the
elginnz and their conquerors and ox-
pressed the hope that Mr, Whitloek
would remaln at his post until the end
of the war. “And 1 understand that
Mr. Whitlock came to Drussels for n
rest,” remarked the King, with a grim
smile,

King Albert was averse to discuss-
ingg the ruin which has overwhelmed
the country, saying slmoply: “You will

know sgomething of it yourself, to-
morrow, when you see our destroved
towns,"

“Your Majesty, it has becn predicted
that you will re-enter your eapital
within three months,” the correapond-
ent said, The King shook his head,
sndly saying: “Not so0 soon, but somo

day I shall ride into Brussels nt the
head of the Belglan army."
Bidding the  correspondent | good

| NEED BETTER
Recommend That Post-Oflice

ALL MAKE

OF MINO

KING ALBERT OF

BELGIUM,. :

MAY ERECT POST-OFFICE ' CHARLOTTESWILE FIRE
NERR PROPOSED STATION  DOES DAMAGE 0F $100,000

Government Inspectors Report
favorably on Enlargement
of Federal Building. ~

Un-

Use—Site Near Proposad Station
Is Believed Best for Purpose.

Government Inspectors sent to in-
vestigate postal conditions in this city
have recommended that Richmond
given nadditlonal faeilities, but are

unanimous in opposgition to the pro-
posed  enlargement of the Federnl
Butlding for that purpose. They favor
an entlrely different site, upon which
Lo erect o suitable structure for an
up-to-dite post-otlice building In keep-
Ing with the growth of the city. That
thiz builking shoulid be erceted on a
gite in proximity to the proposed union
station is recommended.

The report of the inspectors was not
surprising, although many blg civie
organizations and prominent men have
gone on record as favoring the pur-
chige of property adjolning the pres-
ent Federal Bullding, upon which to
erect an annex, amd for the purchase
of which $450,000 had been appro-
printed by Congress. Pestmaster Hay
T. Thornton and other officinls, who
have pointed cut the disadvantages of
thie proposed  enlargement, favor the
crection of a bullding for the sole use
of the post-oilice,

UNION STATION IDIEA .
PRESENTS NEW ANGLE

It has been common knowledge that
severnl sites were under consideration,
hut the proposal to hold off in the
selectlon of the ground until after the
proposed union station location s dde-
cided upon, Is 1 new angle, There hg
been considerable agitaton of this Iat-
ter gquestion, and it will soon be taken
up for consideration ol settlement.
I*la for the building hinve  heen
dray amd two hig railroads have an-
nouneed that they will buaild in the
West End, Opposition, however, and
the unsettled condition of business has
citused o postponement bullding
operations.

TVEry report
Lo investigate

be

ol

of the inspectors sent
the Richmond situation
opposed the proposcd enlargement of
the present post-olfice bhullding, and
favored the purchuase of a site apd the
ercetion of a new bullding elsewhere.
Severnl T 1y desirabln sites have il-
" ] 1 offered, but it §8 stated

thority that the government
erect o new building on o site as
near the union stathon as it 18 poss=ihle
to get, This was done In Washington,
although the station was nearly two
miles from the old post-otlice,

Asslgtant Seceretary  Hryon Newton
will submit to the Comptroller of the
Treasury for his decision the question
whether any part of the appropriation
already made canr be used for a site
other than that adjolning the present
quarters, It is  belleved  that  tha
money can be used, 17 it eannot, it is
pointed out, it wlll only cause n short
delay in getting the Lill changed nnd
the approprintion Increased, in order
to mect the demands for the over-
Incrensing business nt the Richmonl
oflice.
ADJAUCENT SPPACE HELD

TO BE INADEGQUATE

A report recently mnde by the Post-
Ofllee Department points out that, at
best, sulllicient spoace could unt be ae-
quired adjacent to the present site to
provide additlonnl room enough to tanke
wdequnte eare ol presont demands of
the postal service at that point, to say
nothing of the requirements of | the
future. This  report  indicates  that,
aside fro
vantages to the postal serviee, o con-

sidernble savings to the government
would bhe effected by the purchnse of
a new site and the erection of a new

.

building,
When, the bullding was enlarged two

(éﬁ-ﬁt-ﬁlued on Third Page.)

(Continued on Third l'nge_.)

m the present amnd future ad- |

|
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Nearly Entire Business Block on East
Main Street Wiped Out
by Flames.

Be 5. H. Cooper Gleason Falls From Ive-

Covered Ladder and Sustains Frac-
ture of Skull—Three Buildings Oc-
cupied by Stores Are Destroyed.

[Special to The Times-Dispateh,]

sl
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FACILITIES | FIREMAN 1S FATALLY HURT

LAIMS

GAINS

ARMIES FIGHTING
WITHINTENSITY
NEVER EXCEEDED

In Long Run, Ground Gained
Now May Prove
Vital.

OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS
ON ALL BATTLE LINES

Germans in Poland Fail
Plow Way Through
Russians.

to

BOTH SIDES SUFFER BIG LOSSES

Allies Score Successes in West, but
Meet With Stubbornm
Resistance.

Heavy Fighting
Everywhere Along
Intrenched Line

HERE Is heavy fighting nenrly
everyswhere along the in-
trenched line  in Belgium  and
IFronce, and in the eastern zone vir-
tunlly from the Dnitic Sen to the
southern slde of the Carpathinns,
News that hnaw been permitted to
filter through oflleinl chnnnels In not
wufficlent, however, to show clenrly

what any of the contedlers hnax
gulned or loat.

The French, the Germans, the
Itunsinns and the Austrians all clnim
progresy ot varlous peolints,  but
none nsserts that o decislve nid-
vantoge has been gnined. From all
wides, however, the oflicinl reports

continue to show henvy easunlties,
amd that large cnptures of prison-
ers and of munitions of war nre
inking place.

France, through her Parlinnrent,
apparently has given evidence of
her determination to prosecutie the
war to the end. Both hranches of
Parlinment have pawsed nuanbmous-
Iy the government's bill nppropriat-
ing $L,700,000,000 to meet the ex-

i

CHARLOTTESVILLIE, VA, December |

28 —~Nearly an entlre business block
on Fast Main Street wns wiped
to-night by ifire, the total loss exceed-
ing $100,000

The blaze storted at & o'clock on the
Compnany's

establishment, o

nut |

1
|

!main fleor of the Albemarle Hardware |
three- |

=tory briek structure, which was soon |

reduced to ashes, The firemen did |
splendid work, and apparently had the
flames under control by 10 o'clock.

Shortly thereafter, however, fire broke
out afresh In W, J. Keller & Co.'s shoe

store, the firm's large stock  being
ruined by fice and water,
Later, the Norman Building, the |

Inrzest structure in the block, cuueht
flre.
store, owned by G. 1. Spitzer, one of
the leading retnil grocers of the eity,
and the People's Dry Goods )ouse,
aperated by J. R, Sisler and W,
Cardwell, two conductors on the Ches-
apeake amd Ohio Rallway, and n store-
roomn fust yvaeated Ly T, 0. Wills & Co.

Snf
and that of the
Housge at §8,000,
tinlly insured.

The Albemorle Hardware Company
earried a $10,000 stock, and its loss is
covered by Insurance. The buildine,
ownod by Mayor Conway and [* 1
Oberdorfer, was also insured,

W. I Keller & Co's loss is placed
at 330,000, and thelr storeroom, owned
by Colonel Thomas 5. Keller, was vil-
ued at $10,000,

The Albemarle Hardware Company
wis operated hy a stoek company, com-
posed of Robert S and 1. o, Allagree,
JooAL Wells and C, B, 'arrott,

Three familics who aecupled
ments In the Norman building
hurned out, losing most of thelr
lanzings. Two were widows, Mrs,
K. Gilbert and Mrs, Manly,

Shortly arfter midnight the fire was
apparently gotten under control just
before reaching M. €. Thomas's furni-
ture establishment. My, Thomas had
B 10,000 stock stored in the Norman

Neople’s Dy
The stovks were par-

aparg-
were
T
M.

3 | bullding, and this was a total loss,
in Washington upen the highest nu-
proposes |

J. 0, Culins's tailoring establlshment
over Keller's was nlso destroyed,

S 1L Cooper Glonson, & young fire-
min, son of James K, CGleason, onhe of
the elty's most prominent muerchants,
was probably  fatally injured by a
twenty-foot rall from an lee cove
ladder. e struck on his head and
shoulder on the cement sidewalk arnil
sustudned a fracture of the skull, He
wis  ruhsed to the University Has-

pltnl.

PLANS TO ENTER CONVENT

Another Davghter of House of Drexel
Wil Renounce Soclety,

Lspecind to The Tin - Dispateh. )

PHILADELIHIA, PPAL, December 23,
—Another daughter of the llouse of
Drexel, has decided to renounce socloty

and the world and devote her lHfe to
religion.  Mlss Lucy Da lgren, grand-
davghiter on her mother's side of Jos-

eph Drexel, and on her father's of Rear-

Admiral Dahleren, has announced that |

she will enter the convent of the Sis-
ters of the Blessed Snernment, an order
founded at Cornwall, I'a., by her kins-
waonin, Mother Katherine Droxel,
Miss  Dahlgren's announcement cre-
ated greant surprizge in soelety, as only
her mnost intimate Celends Xnew of her
determination.  She has  been  doing

preparatory work for months at the
convent attached to St. l.eo's Church
in Now York.

Sheo Intends to devote her life to the
gervice of the Indlan and negro races,

This structure housed the White |

s loss is estimated at §15,000, |
Goods |

|

i
E

{

nenses of the next six months, in-
cluding the cost of the war.

King Albert of the Relginns, In an
interview, in swhich he thanked the
Amerlenn people for the ald they
have given his stricken people, ns-
serted that de agnin some day wounld
ride into Brussels at the hemd of
the Belginn  army, The Ining
med highly hix semy, nnd de-
clared he felt he swos not clniming
too much to say thnt the Belginns

maved Dunkirk and Calais at the
battle of the Ywner.

A newspaper dispateh from
Athens asserts that Anstrin twice
has  tried o mnke pence with
Servin, but that each time Servia

dectined the proposal.

The London Stock Exchange will
reopen for business Jununry 4, hut
trading will he restricted hy strin-
Kent regulntions fmposed hy  the
T'reasury.

Grent Hritatn  will Indemniry
from the public funds people who
suffered In the recent German enld
on the east vonst of Hoglamd,

Iome hos recelved n rumor thai
Emperor IPran Joseph of Austrin-
Hungnry in dying.

Queen Withelminng hax  deelded |
personully to take S1L,KGOUOD of the
Netherlands'  swar  loan  of s110,-
LU R

LONDOXN, December 23
—The allies In the the tiermans
In Poland the Russians in East
Prussin and Gallela continue offensive
operations, but the advances have heen
s0 slight as to be almost imperceptable,
In the long run, however, the ground
gained may prove vital, and the various
armies are fighting with an intensity
not excecded sinee the war began.

In Poland, the centre of Interost hns
=hifted slightly to the south. Minding
the direct road te Warsaw blocked by
Russian  reinforcements, the iermans
made an attack from the southwest,
and have reached Skierniewice, some
forty miles from the Polish eapital,
They thus far have falled to plerce the
Rtussian lines, but have forced Grand
Duke Nicholas to withdraw from before

(10:13 P, M.).
weslt,
and

Urancow.  In thls, one of the chief alms
lof thelr offensive against Russla, the
j Germans have been suceessful,

In Galicia, the Russinng have re-

sumed the offensive against the Austro-
German forees, which have poured In
from the west and the Carpathlans,
According to the last Petrograd report,

| the Russians have Inflicted heavy losses
fon the forces, while in the north they

have pursued back into the interior of
East I'russin a small German army
which made o feint at Warsaw from
the northwest,
ALLIES MEET Wit
STUHRBORN RESISTANUCE

Although the allles have scorcd some
successes in the west, they are meotl-
ing with stubborn realstance, nnd mili-
tary men warn the public that a very
heavy casualty Hst must be xpocted
before any serlous Impresslon ean be
made on the German Intrenchments,

Activity seems to have been resumed
along the Belgian coast, for It Is an-

nounced that the allies have made
glight progress between the sea and
the road from Nicuport to Westende.

At other points slmilar tighting 18 pro--
ceeding with here success and there
reverse or fallure of attack., Alrmen
on both sldes have been busy, and nero-
planes have been swarmlng over Bol-.
ginn, the fliera reconnoitreing mova-
ments of the opposing troops and oG-
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